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MAKE MOSUL
GREAT AGAIN 

Memorial curators 
recording experiences 

of Australian 
forces in Iraq

AIRWORTHY 
AGAIN 

� e intensive 
restoration of 

the Memorial’s 
Lockheed Hudson

WHY WAR ART 
SPEAKS TO US

� e talented artists 
depicting those 

moments that seem to 
defy description
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EXPLODING 
THE MYTH  
� e Nazi regime 

was committed to a 
strategy with
many fl aws

SURVIVING THE 
HOLOCAUST 

Remembering 
survivors from Europe 
who made new lives in 

postwar Australia

A JAPANESE 
INVASION?

Why the proposed 
invasion of Australia 

was never a 
realistic scheme
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Nazis on the move
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WHO ARE WARTIME 
READERS?

The majority of Wartime readers are well-educated,  
between 35 and 64 years old, and live in NSW, VIC and QLD.  

They are loyal subscribers, who have subscribed for four years or more.

93% 
OF READERS 

KEEP AND FILE 
THEIR COPY OF 

WARTIME

65% 
DON’T 

PURCHASE 
ANY OTHER 

MILITARY 
MAGAZINE

40% 
SPEND MORE 
THAN  TWO 

HOURS 
READING  

THEIR COPY OF 
WARTIME

53% 
HAVE  A 

BACKGROUND 
IN THE 

MILITARY

52% 
HAVE 

VISITED THE 
AUSTRALIAN 

WAR 
MEMORIAL IN 

THE PAST TWO 
YEARS

ABOUT 
WARTIME

Wartime is the military history magazine of 
the Australian War Memorial and a must-

have for anyone with an interest in history. 

Published quarterly, the 76-page magazine 
is devoted to the Australian experience 

of war; military history; and the effects of 
war on society. All features are written by 

eminent historians and deal fully and frankly 
with both the distressing and the lighter 

sides of war. 

Each issue delivers many stories of courage 
and survival of both service personnel and 

civilians, illustrated throughout by incredible 
images from the AWM archives.
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What seemed like destiny became an 
experience that has lasted a lifetime. 

BY SIMON KLEINIG

In May 1968, on my fi rst day in 
the army at Puckapunyal, one of 
our NCOs suggested where our 
future destiny might lie. “One 
in three of you will end up in 

Vietnam,” he correctly prophesied. It 
was a prospect that both daunted and 
excited me. But I had no way of knowing 
at the time that I would eventually be 
included in that number. 

My early service had been in Malaysia 
with the 8th Battalion, Royal Australian 
Regiment (8RAR). Before going to 
Vietnam, we returned to Queensland for 
further training. From Shoalwater Bay, 
I wrote a letter home in October 1969:

We are taking part in two exercises 
out here, code-named Tropic Glow and 
Straight Kris, and the whole operation 
is on a very large scale, with over 5,000 
troops supporting 8RAR. For the fi rst 
two days we dug our weapon pits (4ft 
6in, almost 1.5 metres deep) and put 
in overhead protection. In addition, 
every day we go out on clearing and 
tail patrols and occasionally a standing 
patrol, which involves putting in an 
all-night ambush. There are choppers 
everywhere at the moment, mainly 
Iroquois and Sioux.

We moved to Canungra, near the New 
South Wales border, for the fi nal stage of 
our preparation for Vietnam. Canungra 
was tough. We ran the gauntlet of 
assault fi eld courses – swinging on 
ropes across rivers, crawling under 

concertinas of catwire, and negotiating 
obstacle courses. The grenade assault 
course was interesting. We set out 
armed with rifl e and webbing and six 
grenades, and ran the course over half a 
mile (800 metres), hurling grenades at 
selected targets. Our last course, Battle 
Effi  ciency, required us to cross an open 
fi eld in sections of ten men with full 
packs and rifl e, using a tactic known as 
section fi re-and-movement – crawling 
through long grass, barbed wire 
entanglements and other obstacles. 
All around us mines and artillery fi re 
exploded, covering us in fl ying dirt, 
while a Vickers machine-gun fi red live 
rounds over our heads. However, no 
amount of training could fully prepare 
us for the real thing.

 The 1st Australian Task Force was 
deployed in Phuoc Tuy Province, 
south-east of Saigon (now Ho Chi 
Minh City) at a place called Nui Dat 
(“clay hill”), set in a rubber plantation 
interspersed with banana trees. Nui 
Dat had deliberately been established 
in the middle of Viet Cong territory 
to facilitate the counter-insurgency 
operations, to which Australian and 
New Zealand forces had been allocated. 
From Brisbane I fl ew to Vietnam with 
the 8RAR Advance Party, to help 
prepare for the arrival of the rest of 
the battalion, now at sea aboard the 
converted troop carrier, HMAS Sydney. 
Later I wrote to my family:

A 
N A S H O ’ S 
S E RV I C E

Newly arrived soldiers 
of 8RAR en route 
to the task force 

base at Nui Dat after 
disembarking from 

the troop carrier 
HMAS Sydney at Vung 
Tau in November 1969. 

For many, this was 
their fi rst experience 

of an unfamiliar 
landscape, people 
and culture. AWM 
EKN/69/0139/VN
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ENLISTMENT: INDIGENOUS SERVICE

Above: The 
message “Just 
a little card to 

remember the good 
times at Paratoo” 

was on the reverse 
of this portrait of 

Frederic Prentice, 
sent to one of the 

Fitzgerald family of 
Yunta and Paratoo, 
SA, where Prentice 

played cricket. 
AWM P10966.001

W hile Australia was 
clamouring for 
recruits to fight 
for the Empire, 
there was one 

group of able-bodied men whose 
services were not required. Despite this, 
possibly around 1,000 Aboriginal men 
volunteered to serve in the First World 
War, the majority of whom were accepted 
into the Australian Imperial Force (AIF). 
Observance of the Defence Act 1903 and 
its 1909 amendment (which allowed only 
men substantially of European origin to 
serve their country) was one identifi able 
reason for the refusal of Aboriginal 
volunteers. However, the large number 
who managed to join up demonstrates 
the pragmatism of recruiters. In 1917 a 
change in regulations, but signifi cantly 
not in the Act itself, enabled men with 
one white parent to enlist in certain 
circumstances. This was followed by 
a spike in enlistments in Queensland, 
although Aboriginal enlistment, like 
general enlistment, was irreversibly 
declining. 

Jack Alick
One of the unsuccessful volunteers 
was Jack Alick, a Walbunja man from 
the Jincro clan of the Braidwood 
area of New South Wales. Although 
he was rejected, what is signifi cant 
about his attempt is that he was able 
to state that he had prior military 
service – in the Boer war. Whether his 
real age (understated as 40 in 1918) or 
his Aboriginality were factors in his 
rejection is unknown. His service in 
the South African war had taken place 
before the new Commonwealth moved 
to prevent the enlistment of men of his 
background. In fact his military service 

Right: Charlie 
Runga sent this 

portrait to his 
mother from 

England before 
his battalion’s 
departure for 

France on 
22 October 1916. 

Courtesy of Ouyen 
District History and 
Genealogy Centre.

� �  a � � �  � �  �  � � m� r � e �   � � s 
  P� 
 � 

predated the Boer war, as he was one 
of the skilled horsemen selected in 
1897 to form the 1st Australian Horse, 
which two years later was sent to South 
Africa. In 1901 Alick and other veterans 
received their Queen’s South Africa 
medal during the visit to Australia of 
the Duke and Duchess of York on the 
royal yacht Ophir; he followed this 
with more service in 1902 in the 1st 
Commonwealth Horse. A photograph 
of the fi rst federal contingent in the 
Australian Town and Country Journal 
of 15 February 1902 shows Alick among 
a sea of white faces. Although his family 
were farm labourers and trackers, he 
served as a trooper. In this he was 
similar to the handful of other known 
Aboriginal Boer War veterans whose 
service contradicts perceptions that 
Aboriginal men in this confl ict were 
trackers, an assumption arising from 
and playing into stereotypes.

Like their Boer War predecessors, 
the Aboriginal men who were able to 
achieve acceptance into the AIF were 
not defi ned by race and served as equal 
members of this force. Although at 
times they did encounter prejudice, 
the potential for formal diff erentiation 
was limited because offi  cially their 
enlistment did not acknowledge their 
race, unlike non-Europeans in other 
nations’ forces. In fact they served 
across the whole AIF in the majority 
of units – including all light horse 
regiments and most infantry battalions, 
and in all the main theatres of the war, 
volunteering from the outbreak of war 
to its fi nal months.

Gordon Naley
Early enlistment often meant service on 
Gallipoli. Gordon Naley was born near 
Eucla, Western Australia, the son of a 
station owner and a Mirning woman. 
He enlisted in September 1914 aged 
30 (but stated he was 27) and was an 
original member of the 16th Battalion. 
Following the Gallipoli landing he was 

wounded and classifi ed “dangerously” 
ill; in April 1917 he was wounded again 
and gassed at Bullecourt, before being 
taken prisoner and incarcerated in a 
prisoner of war camp at Zerbst. After his 
release in 1919 he returned to Australia 
with an English wife, a not uncommon 
occurrence.

Frederick Prentice
The actions of Frederick Prentice on 
19 July 1916 at Pozières were recognised 
by the award of the Military Medal. He 
had displayed “great courage, resource 
and ability” while bringing machine-
guns and ammunition through the 
enemy barrage in extreme conditions. 
Prentice was born at Powell Creek, 
Northern Territory, the son of a station 
manager and an unknown Tsingilli 

It may have been illegal, 
but many Indigenous men 
fought for their country in 

the First World War. 

BY PHILIPPA SCARLETT

Against 
the Act

woman, and adopted by the telegraphist 
of the Powell Creek telegraph station. 
He was working as a station hand when 
he volunteered in Adelaide in May 1915, 
aged 21, and served with the 1st Pioneer 
Battalion. Although the majority of 
Aboriginal men remained at private 
or trooper level, Prentice was one of a 
small number to receive promotion and 
ended the war with the rank of corporal. 

Raymond Charles Runga
Race, sometimes unnecessarily 
mentioned in the applications of 
successful volunteers, was written 
testimony to the irregular application 
of the Defence Act. Raymond Charles 
Runga, known as Charlie, was 
described as “black (aboriginal)” and 
“half caste Australian aborigine” in 
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